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Can You Keep Tertiary Education 
Functioning in Conflict–Affected Areas?



You can’t
If you are left alone



Does your QA agency 
acknowledge academic solidarity 

as a quality indicator?





UNESCO Constitution (1945)

• That since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of
men that the defences of peace must be constructed.

• That a peace based exclusively upon the political and economic
arrangements of governments would not be a peace which could
secure the unanimous, lasting and sincere support of the peoples
of the world, and that the peace must therefore be founded, if it is
not to fail, upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind.



The double disruption of conflict

• Incapacity to deliver (partial or
absolute)

After six months of military assault, more than 5,479 students, 261 teachers and 95 university
professors have been killed in Gaza, and over 7,819 students and 756 teachers have been
injured – with numbers growing each day. At least 60 per cent of educational facilities, 
including 13 public libraries, have been damaged or destroyed and at least 625,000 students



What can be done?



Overall aims

1. Stabilization and 
Securitization

2. Reconstruction
3. Statebuilding
4. Peacebuilding



Some practical avenues

1.Establish and strengthen inter-
institutional partnerships:
Nonresident virtual scholar-in-residence 
programs, dual-degree programs, and 
collaborative research projects 

- Arizona State University (ASU): Honored for its
Afghan Women’s Education Project.
- Kent State University: Partnership with the University
of Rwanda for peace and conflict studies.
- Universidad de La Salle (Colombia): Utopia project
provides higher education and entrepreneurial
opportunities to students from rural, conflict-affected
areas.



Some practical avenues

1. Establish and strengthen inter-institutional partnerships:
Nonresident virtual scholar-in-residence programs, dual-degree programs, and collaborative 
research projects 

2. Invest in digital infrastructure and virtual exchange programs 
3. Advocate for the protection of academic freedom and university

autonomy 
4. Foster global coordination and knowledge sharing among stakeholders 
5. Integrate higher education in post-conflict reconstruction and 

peacebuilding efforts 



Two challenges

1.Focus on capacity 
strengthening

2.Support
sustainability



The double disruption of conflict

• Incapacity to deliver (partial or
absolute)

• Diaspora: refugees (staff and 
students)



Public policies

• France: Flexible procedures for recognizing prior learning, 
including undocumented credentials.

• Germany: Supportive preparatory programs and 
comprehensive data collection on refugee students.

• Turkey: Inclusive higher education policies and specific support 
programs for refugee students.

• Norway: Complementary educational programs for refugees 
with professional qualifications.



Two UNESCO initiatives

The Global Convention for the Recognition of Higher Education Qualifications (2019)



Two UNESCO initiatives

The Qualifications Passport



Does your QA agency 
acknowledge academic solidarity 

as a quality indicator?



Thank you!
Download:

www.iesalc.unesco.org

@unesco.iesalc @unesco_iesalc @unesco.iesalc UNESCO IESALC


