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OVERVIEW OF SRI LANKAN 

EDUCATION 



• School education system in Sri Lanka - 13 years in three cycles 

(primary, secondary, collegiate) 

• GCE Advanced Level (A/L) examination at collegiate level -

Arts/Commerce/Biology/ Mathematics/ Technology 

• Medium of  instruction– Sinhala/Tamil (the vernaculars) with English 

as a compulsory subject  

• IT is taught as an optional subject 

• General characteristics: Traditional teacher centered classroom/ 

physical face-to-face learning and teaching/ rote learning/ note-based 

teaching & learning/ no requirement for additional reading/ 

examination-oriented, individualistic and competitive/ less use of  

technology and English language in the classroom 

• Undergraduates are put in an environment that challenges all the above 

• Blended Learning has the capacity to remove these deep rooted 

practices 



• Main objective: 

To develop blended learning 

activities that facilitate students’ 

active involvement in their learning  

• Secondary Objective: 

To provide opportunities for 

students to improve their English 

language and IT skills by 

promoting LMS-based learning 

opportunities.  

 

OBJECTIVES 

OF THE STUDY 



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Field: Faculty of  Arts, University of  Colombo, Sri 

Lanka  

Sample: 50 students 

(enrolled in the 3rd Year course entitled “Education 

and Society”/SOC 3267 in 2019) 

Quantitative data was analyzed using Microsoft 

Excel to generate descriptive statistics 

Qualitative data was subjected to a thematic analysis  



The BL Activities Implemented..  

• Quizzes 

• Chat sessions 

• Forum 

• Online submission of  mid-term assessment 

• Questionnaire for course evaluation 

• Interactive videos (borrowed from YouTube with summary in 

Sinhala) 

• Instructions and activities in Sinhala and English 

• BL activities were used to supplement in-class teaching with 

more emphasis still placed on the teaching done in the class.  

 





Online Assignment Submission 



Interactive Video with Sinhala Summary 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 



For what have you used the LMS in the past? 

Classroom VS online participation of  students 
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• Lower participation at 

the beginning 

• Situation improved 

with, 

- Provision of  incentives 

- Encouragement 

- Persuasion 

- Training 

Student Participation in Online Activities  C 



Key factors that determine students’ participation in online 
activities  

• Whether formative or summative assessments are conducted online 

• Award of  marks 

• Nature of  activity 

• Chat sessions recorded high participation - virtual platform, no face-

to-face interaction, students were free from all restrictions usually 

seen in a classroom 

• Learning was still passive as students expected teacher intervention 

for participation in online activities 



Key challenges facing BL:  examination-oriented and 
teacher-centered learning 

• Highly examination oriented and teacher-centered educational system 

in SL 

• Students’ overwhelming preference for in-class teaching instead of  

online  

• Students not appreciative of/ comfortable with the freedom given to 

them during online activities 

• Online activities as opposed to onsite, can be effectively used for 

allocating marks for active participation 

• Lack of  IT and English literacy – not comfortable to learn in an 

online environment/ almost all of  the prescribed readings are 

available only in English 



Did you enjoy the course? 
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Conclusion and Implications 



• Students prefer a teacher-centered approach which provided the ‘comfort 

zone’ they enjoyed during 13-years of  school  

• The traditional classroom setting does not demand the active 

participation of  students.  

• Sri Lankan students are conditioned to believe that their passive 

contribution to learning is desired 

• Teaching-learning culture that promotes examination-oriented learning 

• Lack of  English language proficiency and technical knowhow could be 

overcome through means such as, translations/trainings 

• If  BL can be promoted, it is likely that students will voluntarily explore 

the opportunities provided 
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