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Dr. Leah Mathews brings a wealth of experience and exper�se in quality assurance to her role as 
Execu�ve Director of the Distance Educa�on Accredi�ng Commission (DEAC), a posi�on she has held 
since April 2013. The DEAC, established in 1926, holds recogni�on from both the U.S. Department of 
Educa�on and the Council for Higher Educa�on Accredita�on (CHEA), underscoring its commitment to 
upholding rigorous educa�onal standards in distance learning. DEAC has been a member of INQAAHE 
since 2018. 

Prior to her leadership at the DEAC, Dr. Mathews served for three years as the Vice President for 
Recogni�on Services at CHEA. In this capacity, she oversaw the recogni�on process for sixty accreditors 
across the spectrum of regional, na�onal, and programma�c accredita�on within the U.S. higher 
educa�on landscape. Her collabora�ve efforts with higher educa�on associa�ons addressed key areas 
such as accountability, student achievement, outcomes assessment, transparency, and quality assurance-
related issues. 

Known for her me�culous approach and dedica�on to excellence, Dr. Mathews adeptly manages the 
complexi�es inherent in direc�ng an accredi�ng organiza�on like the DEAC, par�cularly within the realm 
of large-scale distance learning ins�tu�ons. Her leadership is characterized by strategic insight, poli�cal 
acumen, and a steadfast commitment to fostering educa�onal quality and integrity. 

Eager to broaden her impact within the higher educa�on community, Dr. Mathews is poised to extend 
her contribu�ons by offering her exper�se to INQAAHE as a board member. Her proven track record and 
passion for advancing educa�onal standards make her a valuable asset to any ini�a�ve aimed at 
enhancing the quality and credibility of higher educa�on on a global scale. 

 


