
Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education Clearinghouse (QAHEC)
http://www.inqaahe.org/qahec



Outline

• Defining the Clearinghouse

• Background of the project

• Exploring the website

• How to contribute?



Defining the Clearinghouse

• Lack of one common online access point for
QA rescources creation of QAHEC

• Quality Asurance in Higer Education 
Claringhouse (QAHEC) is a website that 
permits you to search for principles, policies, 
procedures, practices and standards of quality 
assurance agencies around the world

• Search result: links to websites of QA agencies



Background of the project (1)

• Started in 2008
• Support from WB & 
UNESCO (GIQAC)

• In cooperation with 
CONEAU

• QAHEC Workinggroup 
established

• Analysis of similiar 
initiatives (ERIC Portal)



Background of the project (2)

Defining Search Criteria
• 24 QA Related Terms:

covering all types of QA
• Every link corresponds with 

one or more terms             
• Search Criteria per agency:

‐ Function
‐ Existence
‐ Funding

• Inclusion in the Graphic 
Design



Background of the project (3)
• Identifying agencies

• Different continents
• Different countries
• Different languages
• All 20 websites analysed 
by QAHEC WG

• 2009‐2010 2nd 
Phase 

• Extension from 20 to 43 
agencies

• WG asked agencies for 
feedback



Results

• 413 website links 

included (April 2010)

• 43 agencies

• 38 countries

• 19 different languages



Exploring QAHEC (1)

Go to: 
http://www.inqaahe.org/qahec

and log in
(Same log‐in as for INQAAHE 

website)

Forgot your password? 
Type here your e‐mail address (the 
one you use for you all the INQAAHE 
related communication; Bulletin etc) 
and you will receive a new one! 

http://www.inqaahe.org/qahec


Exploring QAHEC (2)

Type here the 
specific keyword
you would like to 
search on. You can
specify your search 
by title or agency

To view the 
definition of 
QA terms
click on one

of the 
letters

Click here to subscribe for the 
mailinglist  and be notified
when new links are added



Exploring QAHEC‐ Search (3)

1. Here you have 
an overview of 
the links related
to your search for

‘audit’

2. Click here to 
refine or adjust
your search



Exploring QAHEC‐ Search (4)*

Filter your search on
function, trajectory
and financial source

of the agency

Refine your
search by
continent, 
country or
language



Exploring QAHEC(5) ‐ Search

2.The detailed
sheet gives you an
overview of the 

link

1.For each link 
you can click 
on ‘more 
details’ and 
you will see

the abstract of 
the website



Exploring QAHEC(6) ‐ Search

On the detailed sheet you
will find an overview of all 
the details also you can
rate the link and give us

feedback



Exploring QAHEC (7) ‐ Search

2.Click here
to go directly

to the 
related
website1. Click on one of the 

related terms to see a 
definition or start a 
different search



Exploring QAHEC (8) Thesaurus

Use the thesaurus to 
search for definitions
of QA terms and 
related links

Consult the 
definition
and search 
for related

links



Exploring QAHEC (9) Thesaurus

Consult the definition

Search for related links



Tools to contribute to QAHEC (1)

• Agencies are 
responsible for checking
if their website is still up 
to date and inform the 
secretariat
inqaahe@nvao.net

• Suggest a link by using
the online form

mailto:inqaahe@nvao.net


Tools to contribute to QAHEC (2)

Use the suggest a link 
form to provide new links
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