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Part  I 

Challenges Confronted with 

Internationalization of   Quality Assurance 

in Cross-border Higher Education
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1.1  International Cooperation and Exchange of 

Quality Assurance in Cross-border Higher 

Education Provision 

Global/regional QA guidelines, principles, standards
released. 

¸UNESCO and OECD: the Guidelines for Quality Provision in 
Cross-border Higher Education 2005

¸ INQAHEE: the Guidelines of Good Practice in Quality Assurance
2007

¸APQN: Higher Education Quality Assurance Principles for the 
Asia Pacific Region also know as "Chiba Principles 2008

¸ENQA: Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the 
European Higher Education Area (2009) 
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1.2  Challenges in Cross-border Higher 

Education : Levels of Analysis

2.1.1  Global/International Level

Rapid rise of various form of cross -border education; lack of   
universally -acknowledged guidelines for the exchange and  
cooperation in cross -border education provision.

2.1.2  National Level

In some countries, the national frameworks for quality    

assurance, accreditation and the recognition of qualifications      
donõt take into   account cross-border higher education. 

2.1.3  Individual Level

There are limitations to the recognition of cross -border education     

diplomas and degrees, students mobility are hampered. 
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Part II 

Chinaôs Practice in Cross-border 
Higher Education: 

Chinese -Foreign Cooperation in 
Running Schools and programs 

(CFCRS/P)
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2.1 Types of Cross-Border Higher Education 

( CBHE )

Students Studying Overseas

International Students

CRS/P in Foreign Countries/Regions

Students 

Mobility

Co.running 

Schools and 

programs

Foreign 

Countries/ 

Regions

Local

CRS/P in Mainland China
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2.2  Chinaôs Opening-up Policy in Education 

Sector

2. 2.1  òState Guidelines for Medium-to-Long-Term   
Education Reform and Development Plan 
between 2010 and 2020ó 

The new guidelines stress to expand opening-up in education 
sector

¸ to further open upó 
¸òto Establish the national standard for education 

quality, and the national system for education 
quality assuranceó

¸òto explore various means to attract and use good-
quality foreign educational resources
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2.2  Chinaôs Opening-up Policy in Education 

Sector

2.2.2  òOverseas Students Studying in China Planó

¸òto make China the largest destination country in Asia for 
international students till 2020ó

¸òthe number of international students in China would 
reach 500,000,including 150,000 joining diploma and 
degree programs till 2020ó
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2.3  Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running 

Schools and programs (CFCRS/P)

2.3.1  What isCFCRS/P ?       (A Typical mode of CBHE)

The CFCRS/P involves the activities of the cooperation between 
foreign educational institutions and Chinese educational 
institutions in establishing educational schools or programs (or 
institutions in some cases) within the territory of China to 
provide education service mainly to Chinese citizens .

CFCRS

CFCRP

Chinese-foreign cooperation

in running  schools

Chinese-foreign cooperation
in running  programs
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2.3.2  the number

487 programs 35 
schools  

Programs

93%

schools

7%

Programs schools

2.3  Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running 

Schools and programs (CFCRS/P)
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2.3.3 21 foreign countries or regions have participated in the 
CFCRS, with the United Kingdom, Australia and the 
United States comprising the top 3 share of the total. 

 21 countries/rigions participating in CFCRS
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The number of schools/programs from different countries/regions

countries/
regions

programs
institution

s
sum

countries/
regions

programs
institution

s
sum

UK 110 5 115 Ireland 5 0 5
Australia 85 1 86 Japan 5 0 5

USA 79 7 86 Sweden 2 0 2
Russia 75 0 75 Singapore 2 0 2
Canada 36 2 38 Italy 2 0 2

Germany 19 7 26 Belgium 1 1 2
France 18 4 22 Austria 1 0 1

South Korea 7 1 8
South 
Africa

1 0 1

Holland 5 2 7 Norway 1 0 1
New 

Zealand
5 0 5

2.3  Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running 

Schools and programs (CFCRS/P)
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2.3.4  The Field of Study

Regarding the field of study , management (MBA, Financial 
Management, Tourism Management, etc.) has constituted the largest 
proportion, followed by economics (E-commerce, International 
Economy and Trade, Accounting, etc.), computer science and 
engineering (Electronic Information Engineering, Communication 
Engineering, etc.), and Language Study (English, Korean, Russian).

Field of Study in CFCRS/P

24%

22%

20%

5%

29%
Management

Economics

Computer and Engineering

Language Study

Others

2.3  Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running 

Schools and programs (CFCRS/P)
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2.3.5  Education level

As for education level , undergraduate level forms the 
overwhelming majority and 72% of them lead to 
Bachelorõs degree. 

72%

27%

1%

Bachelor Master Doctor

2.3  Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running 

Schools and programs (CFCRS/P)
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Part III

The quality assurance framework of 
China's Cross -border higher education:

the integration of      
internationalization and localization
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3.1  The Fundamental Quality Assurance 

Framework

OECD

¸ International Need
¸ Both government/ 

regulate the 
cooperation rules 
and standards in 
accordance with 
internationally 
accepted standards. 

¸ CFCRS Self 
management

¸ Monitoring and 
Audit by QAAs 
from two countries

¸ The graduates 
meet the needs of 
international HR 
market
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3.2 The Quality Management Process of CFCRS/P

Mutual needs from the educational 

institutions of the partner countries/regions

CFCRS/P are approved in accordance with 

rules and regulations

Supervision platform to 

monitor CFCRS/P
Evaluation(Audit)

Determination whether to continue or stop, 

and the suggestions for improvement
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3.3  The Quality Evaluation in CFCRS

¸ 1.The idea of quality Evaluation

É Purpose to introduce the 
good-quality education 
resources and to protect the 
benefit of both education 
providers and students

É The management and 
supervision are conducted by 
examining the promises of 
running schools including the 
observance of Chinaõs Cross-
border Education Law (for 
instance, òCFCRS Regulationsó 
and òCFCRS measuresó).

¸ 3. Evaluation Procedures
É the self-study
É Publicity of self -study report
É Students Perception Survey
É team visit

¸ 2.Evaluation indicators

É first -level indicators
É second-level indicators

¸ 4. Implementation

É led by the International 
Department, MOE of the 
People's Republic of China

É CDGDC is responsible of the 
implementation

É In 2009, the pilot evaluation in 4 
provinces was implemented. 

É From 2011 on, the intensive 
assessment will be spread 
nationwide

3.3.1 
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First-class indicators Second-class indicators

1œMission
(1) positioning

(2) teaching philosophy

2œmanagement system
(3) administrative departments

(4) administrative staff

3œmanagement of 

finance and assets

(5) assets

(6) finance

4œquality management

(7) recruitment and registration

(8) teaching

(9) supervision

(10) qualification

5œteaching staff

(11) employment

(12) strength

(13) construction of teaching team

6œteaching facilities
(14) facilities

(15) facilities

7œcultivation quality

(16) assessment of output upon graduation

(17) satisfaction from students 

(18) comments from society

8œsocial benefits
(19) internal benefits

(20) external benefits

9œspecial features (21) special features

3.3.2  Indicators for schools
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First-class indicators Second-class indicators
1œcultivation objectives and 

plans

(1) objectives

(2) plans

2œprogram managements

(3) administrative department

(4) finance management

(5) recruitment and registration

(6) supervision on teaching

(7) qualifications

3œcultivating environment
(8) policies

(9) teaching facilities

4œteaching staff

(10) employment

(11) strength

(12) training

5œteaching

(13) planning

(14) curriculum design and textbooks

(15) teaching approaches

(16) teaching documents and files

6œcultivation quality

(17) assessment of output upon graduation 

(18) satisfaction from students

(19) comments from society

7œsocial benefits
(20) internal

(21) external

8œspecial features (22) special features

3.3.2 Indicators for programs
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3.3.3  Evaluation Procedures

 
 

Self-Evaluation

Publicity and Student 

Satisfaction 

Correspondence Review of 

Self-Evaluation Report and 

Publicized Information 

Team Visit to some 

Schools and Programs
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3.3.4 Implementation

Organization
Guided by  MOE

Implemented by CDGDC

Pilot Evaluation
Pilot Evaluations are carried out 

in four provinces in 2010-2011

Full Implementation
Full implementation will cover all 

the other provinces in 2011-2012


