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ECA T Foundation and Aim

A Established in November 2003
A Consortium of national accreditation organisations

A 15 member organisations from 10 European
countries: all regions involved

A Aim: mutual recognition of accreditation decisions
among participating members until end of 2007
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Political basis for MR initiatives in Europe

A Bologna Ministers Conference, Bergen 2005:

ANe underline the importance of cooperation
between nationally recognised agencies with a

view to enhancing the mutual recognition of
accreditation or quality
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ECA Road map to mutual recognition

Mutual
understanding of
accreditation
organisations

Mutual
Recognition of
accreditation
procedures

Mutual
Recognition of
accreditation

results/
decisions

Activities/Tools Date
Inventory of accreditation systems 2004
Mutual observations 2005
Code of good practice 2004
Principles: selection of experts 2005
Principles: accreditation of joint programmes 2006
Common publication format/databank 2007
Mutual cooperation projects 2006
Joint declaration ECAT ENIC/NARIC 2006
External review of ECA members 2007
Formal agreements of mutual recognition 2007
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ECAT Code of good practice

A Guarantees comparability of accreditation
procedures

A 17 standards - signed by all ECA member
organisations in Zurich 2004

A Compatibility to ESG and GGP is assured

A External reviews of ECA members to check
fulfilment of Code
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ECA T Mutual cooperation projects

A Exchange of experts/staff exchange

AObservation of ot her me mb e
procedures

A In depth comparisons of accreditation procedures
and standards

A Joint accreditation procedures
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